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sixty years on the throne. The Jubilee procession was essentially
a pageant of empire with contingents from every quarter of the
globe. The naval review which followed was the most formid-
able exhibition of sea power yet seen in history. Indeed these
years marked the climax of a rather boastful pride in an empire
eon which the sun never set'. It shows at its best in Kipling,
then at the height of his popularity, with his doctrine of 'the
white man's burden'; the British were, in his view., God's chosen
people, with a duty to bring civilization to the 'lesser breeds
without the law'. It shows at its worst in such silly, boastful,
patriotic songs as 'The soldiers of the Queen'. One of the best
sellers of the Jubilee year was 'Deeds that won the Empire', by
an Australian writer, Fitchett. No book written by an Australian
ever had so large a sale in Britain.

The Sudan campaign. The year 1898 brought a really brilliant
achievement in the reconquest of the Sudan by an Anglo-
Egyptian army under Sir Herbert Kitchener, who made his way
methodically up the -Nile, building the railway as he went and
carrying it across the desert to short-circuit the great loop below
Khartum. A vast province, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, was
added in effect to the British Empire, though technically it was
outside the empire and a joint responsibility of Great Britain
and Egypt. The losses in men, in spite of two pitched battles,
on the Atbara and at Omdurman1 outside Khartum, were very
small, and the total cost of the expedition to Britain was equal to
that of about six hours of the present (1941) war.

Fashoda. Three days after Kitchener occupied Khartum he
received news that a small French force had hoisted the French
flag at Fashoda, six hundred miles farther up the Nile. They
had set out from Dakar in the far west two years before, in spite
of a warning from the British government that any French
intrusion into the Upper Nile valley would be resented by the
guardians of Egypt. Kitchener made straight up the river with
superior forces and told Marchand, the French officer in charge,
that he must haul down his flag. Ever since France had with-
drawn from Egypt, sixteen years before, Franco-British relations

1 It is worth recording that Mr. Winston Churchill, then a subaltern
of twenty^four in a cavalry regiment, took part in the famous charge of
t&fc Lancers in .this battle.